Pre-Interview Student Guidance Pack

Reflect, research, and communicate your study journey

Purpose of this pack

This pack is designed to help you reflect, research and communicate your study journey
clearly and confidently during your credibility interview.

What is a credibility interview?

As part of your Admissions journey, you may be invited to attend a credibility interview by your
college/university and/or UKVI. The purpose of this interview is to understand your genuine
intention to study in the UK and to see if your study plans are well-researched, logical, and
consistent. The interview is not a test, and there are no “model answers”. Instead, the focus is on
how well you understand your decisions and how clearly and honestly you can explain them.
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Key topics

These are some of the key areas explored during an admission or UKVI credibility interview.

Why the UK?

Clear, informed reasons for choosing the UK over other countries

Why this college or university?
Awareness of the institution, its facilities, location, and what it offers

Why this course?
Understanding of the course content and how it fits your interests

Academic and career progression
Logical link between your previous study, the chosen course,
and future plans

Financial preparedness
Awareness of tuition fees, living costs, and your funding arrangements

You may be asked:
How long you spent researching your options

Which websites or official sources you used

Which universities you compared in the UK and in other countries
for your chosen course

What factors influenced your final decision




Sample questions (for reflection only)

These are examples to help you think about your study journey

Why the UK?
- Why did you choose the UK instead of other
countries?
Which universities did you research in the UK and
elsewhere?
What comparisons did you make before deciding?

Why this course and university?

Why did you choose this course?

What other universities or courses did you
consider?

What differences influenced your final choice?

Research and preparation

How long did you spend researching your options?
Which websites did you use to compare courses
and universities?

How did you compare universities and courses?

Understanding your course

How did you research the course content?
What modules will you study?
What skills or knowledge do you expect to gain?

Plans after graduation

What are your plans after completing your studies?
How does this course support your future goals?
Why is this investment in your education
worthwhile?

How to effectively prepare
for your credibility interview

Focus on your reflection, NOT memorisation

Explain why you made your choices in your own
words
Avoid memorised phrases

Show that you understand your decisions

Be ready to explain your research
Reflect on:

How long you spent researching your options
Which websites or official sources you consulted
Which universities you compared in the UK and
elsewhere

What comparisons influenced your final decision

Practise explaining comparisons

Examples to reflect on:

1. Why one university/college stood out over others

2. Why one course suited you better than the
alternatives

3. Which differences mattered most

Focus on the decision-making process, not the outcome

Keep your answers personal and genuine

Speak from your own experience
Avoid generic or copied statements
Remember: original answers strengthen credibility

Think about value and purpose
Reflect on:

How the course supports your academic
or career plans
The skills and knowledge you will gain

Why this is a worthwhile investment

Be honest if you don’t know

Show what you do understand
Demonstrate awareness and honesty
Avoid guessing or giving unclear answers



SUGGESTED PRE-INTERVIEW ROUTINE

Watch the preparation videos
Review the sample questions and effective preparation guide
Make notes on your decisions

Practise in your own words (Explain your decisions. DON'T read from scripts)
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Avoid memorising answers

PRE-INTERVIEW CHECKLIST

Can | explain my choice of country and university?

Can | explain my choice of course and modules? Watch UKVI
. . preparation
Can | explain my career plan after graduation? videos here

Have | reflected on my research duration, websites used,
and comparisons made?
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Are my responses genuine and personally owned?

KEY MESSAGE

The credibility interview is an opportunity to communicate your genuine study intentions.

By understanding and focusing on personal reasons, research and plans you can approach the
interview with confidence and clarity.

Practising effectively means reflecting on your journey - not rehearsing scripted answers.

TAKEAWAY GOAL

Understand your study journey Communicate your genuine intention

Explain your decisions clearly to study in the UK

Stay consistent, honest, and thoughtful
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https://www.navitas.com/study/destinations/united-kingdom/credibility-interview/videos

